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Discussion Item Resolution supporting the “Health Care for All” Plan

Background The Maryland Citizens Health Initiative released the Health Care for All plan in
December 2002 which would expand health coverage in the private sector and offer
publicly subsidized coverage to those in need.  An effort is underway to have
Maryland adopt this plan.

Policy The City Council supports various legislative initiatives in the interest of the
Takoma Park community.

Fiscal Impact N/A

Attachments Draft Resolution
One-Page Summary of the Health Care for All plan

Recommendation Adopt resolution.

Special
Consideration



Introduced by: 

Resolution No. 
Endorsing the “Health Care for All” Plan

WHEREAS, Over 600,000 Marylanders have no health insurance and hundreds of thousands of others
have inadequate health care coverage; and

WHEREAS, At least 80% of the uninsured and the underinsured are workers and their families;  and

WHEREAS, The "Health Care for All" Plan (aka "the Plan") released by the Maryland Citizens'  Health
Initiative in December 2002 will guarantee all Marylanders access to quality and affordable
health coverage; and

WHEREAS, The Plan expands coverage in the private sector whenever possible and offers  public
subsidized coverage only to those who truly need it; and

WHEREAS, The Plan treats the business community fairly -- all businesses will be required to  either
offer quality, affordable health care to their employees or pay a "fair-share" contribution into
a fund for the uninsured thereby eliminating the unfair competitive edge enjoyed by firms
that do not offer health care to their employees;  and

WHEREAS, The Plan builds on the health care system already established in Maryland and does not
create any new large bureaucracies or require new general fund revenue to support it; and

WHEREAS, The Plan is fiscally responsible and is funded in part by charging fair premiums to  the
newly insured, maximizing federal matching dollars, raising the state tobacco tax,
reallocating funds from existing programs for the uninsured, and collecting employer health
care contributions from non-participating businesses; and

WHEREAS, Takoma Park is a community concerned about expanding  health care access and   coverage
to the uninsured and underserved; and

WHEREAS, The Takoma Park City Council has reviewed the Health Care for All! Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Takoma Park City Council endorses the Health
Care for All! Plan released in December 2002 and revised in May 2003; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council will educate Takoma Park residents, opinion
leaders, and Maryland State Legislative District 20 representatives about its endorsement of this Plan and to
encourage their support of the same.

Adopted this ____ day of January, 2004.

Attest:

________________________________
Catherine E. Waters, CMC/AAE
City Clerk


